Chair’s Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 2025
Welcome everyone to tonight’s Annual Parish Meeting, it is good to see so many here. 
I am going to give you an idea of what we as a council have been up to on your behalf over the last 12 months.  Our excellent Clerk Gillian has done a sterling job in reminding me of everything we have done, and I will use her guidance and try and group things together.
I will start with our crown jewel that is Donnington Recreation ground.
New benches have been installed in the pavilion changing rooms
· Councillors and volunteers dug a trench behind the pavilion and filled it with gravel to improve drainage to the damp rear wall. A damp proof course was also injected into the wall.
· I am pleased to say following the hard work of Councillor Mary Carter and our Clerk £10,000 grant funding has been secured from WBC for the installation of a disabled toilet in the pavilion.
· Sadly, Some of the new beech hedge died and was replaced by a working party of Councillors and friends in February.
· A neighbour to the recreation ground advised the council that the steep bank in the wooded area was eroding, so a wire fence has been installed to protect the area but there is still plenty of access for children to play in amongst the trees
· A bench was donated to the parish and installed in the park overlooking the cricket ground
· The play equipment has been resurfaced.
· Finally, Councillor Richard Almond has undertaken training to check the safety of our play equipment on a regular basis, which compliments the quarterly RoSPA inspections also undertaken.
Moving on to our new housing estates Donnington Heights and Shaw Valley
· Councillor Glyn Thomas has been working with the Oxford Bus Company for many months to have bus stops installed on Donnington Heights and along Love Lane, am pleased to say the service is up and running and appearing to be well used. A huge thank you to Glyn for his tenacity in chasing this through.
The parish council convened a ‘have your say’ meeting in response to an unpleasant incident on Shaw Valley estate whereby a cat was shot with an air rifle. This was attended by Thames Valley Police Officers, and we hope was a useful space to get grievances aired.
· The Council has been corresponding with the Management Company of Shaw Valley to install litter and dog bins; this is still a work in progress, but we have replaced the two dog bins in Love Lane with larger ones as they were regularly overflowing.
· Finally, WBC ward councillor Martha Vickers has been chasing the installation of the ANPR camera in Bastion Street and the land transfer for the new school. I am please to say that the ANPR cameras are due to go ‘Live imminently but am afraid We have no firm news of the building of the new school yet.
One of the main issues brought to us as a council is Road Safety and excessive speeding.

· Councillor Glyn Thomas organised a petition for a safer pedestrian crossing on Oxford Road by the Castle Pub, and he presented it to WBC, who have agreed to improve signage warning motorists of pedestrians in the area. This is also ongoing as we continue to push the district council for some form of pedestrian crossing 
Community Speed Watch sessions continue to be held regularly, weather permitting, in Long Lane and Oxford Road. This if nothing else is a reminder to those who use both the Oxford Road and the B4009 that they need to adhere to the speed limits set or they will get a reminder from TVP!
· Improved and new signage has been agreed and should be installed shortly at various locations, to make speed limits more obvious to motorists.
· New identity signage for Donnington and Shaw has now been agreed with WBC and will hopefully be installed in the next two months. We are looking forward to giving the different areas of the Parish a clear identity to those visiting.
· We are still awaiting the WBC consultation on the reduction in speed limits on part of the B4009 and Oxford Road. We do continue to remind WBC of this!
I met with the Head of Trinity last summer to discuss the ongoing issue of traffic on Love Lane during drop off and pick up. This was passed on to our District Councillor Martha Vickers who will be working on a school travel plan with Trinity to hopefully improve this.
Litter picks also took place last Autumn and again in March this year and look out for the date for the Autumn litter pick which will be in our Summer Newsletter, Talking of which four newsletters were published and delivered to all 900 plus residences  in the parish by the councillors and we do hope you like our new colour ones with lots more information on them.
Lots of work has been done to Owen Field making it more useable and is being mown on a regular basis and we are working with a local resident to apply for funding for an outdoor table tennis table.
Replacing Street lighting is an ongoing thing and this year four streetlamps were replaced on Shaw Hill to improve lighting along the footpath we have also installed 4 new LED lanterns in the Church Car Park.
Councillors also held an emergency planning session in March and reviewed our processes of the emergency plan. We looked at all sorts of emergency situations from nuclear disaster to sudden impact flooding and talking of flooding Councillors Glyn Thomas and Paul Bryant have been regular attendees on the flood forum and keep pushing West Berkshire on a number of issues affecting the Parish such as the spout ditch off the river Lambourn causing constant flooding in the gardens of Dene Way.
Councillors also responded to the West Berks council Local Plan Review objecting to any form of development along the B4009 due to the frequent flooding. Three Councillors attended the hearing in front of the inspector at West Berkshire Council and the proposed sites were consequently removed from the local plan. 


Our biggest and most successful village fete took place at Donnington Recreation Ground on Sunday 23 June. The event raised several thousand pounds for local charities and good causes,
3rd Newbury Scouts did well on their barbecue stall and donations were collected from refreshments and the plant sale for the Shaw-cum-Donnington Relief in Need charity, The primary school’s FSA also made money from their activity stalls. A very successful dog show was held for the first time, and the South Berks Concert Band entertained the crowds.
This year wea are back even bigger and better on Sunday 22nd June 
Finally, we had a very successful lighting of the Beacon  at Donnington Castle to mark D Day last year and I am pleased to say tomorrow night we will christen our brand new ‘proper Brazier’  as we mark VE 80 the Beacon will be lit at 9.30 at the same as hundreds of others across the nation. There will be a fish and chip van in the castle car from 8pm so come along get a fish and chip supper sing some songs and taste some orange and ginger cake and then watch our beautiful new beacon light up the castle!









