
Parish Council Newsletter - Winter 2025 

Letter from the Chair 

I can’t believe how quickly this 

year has flown by! Spring and 

Summer seem to have rushed by 

in a flurry of sunshine and     

showers and now we are already 

heading out of Autumn into Winter 

and dare I mention Christmas! 

Firstly, congratulations to Shaw- 

cum-Donnington Primary School 

for having a achieved a ‘Good’ 

rating from the Ofsted inspection in mid-July. I know from 

experience how much hard work goes into preparing for 

these visits, with the Headteacher, staff and Governors, 

and the children themselves - everyone being quizzed on 

many aspects of their school life. It is a great result and 

well deserved. 

Speaking of the school, I am sure you are all aware from 

the articles in the Newbury Weekly News of the decision of 

David Wilson Homes to ask for a modification to the      

planning application, requesting the removal of their need 

to either part fund or provide a new primary school on the 

Donnington Heights estate. This is something the Parish 

Council considers quite outrageous, and we have vigorously   

objected to this proposal and have requested the District   

Councillors to debate this in public. We will be there with our 

objection statement to argue against said modifications. By the 

time you get this newsletter, there may well have been a deci-

sion and we can only hope it is to refuse the application and for 

a new school to be built to relocate our existing school as soon 

as possible.  

We are also pushing for a community shop to be built on the 

land originally designated by the 2017 planning application. As 

soon as we have any information on the progress of this, we 

will post information on our website and social media.  

I would also like to encourage you to support the Trustees of 

our Village Hall as they start to fundraise to expand and      

upgrade the existing building with support from the Greenham 

Common Trust. The hope is that work will start on this in        

mid-2027. Again, keep an eye out for various ways you can 

support this project via the Parish Council website, our        

Facebook page and also the new website for Shaw-cum-

Donnington Village Hall: www.scdvillagehall.org.uk  

Finally, on behalf of all Councillors, I would like to wish you a 

very Happy Christmas and the all the very best for the year 

ahead.  

Councillor Margo Payne 
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Future items for this newsletter 

If you are organising a future community event, or run a 

community group in the parish of Shaw-cum-Donnington, 

please contact the Clerk (see the email address below), and if 

we have space we can include an article in a future         

newsletter. 

We aim to produce this newsletter each quarter - in March, 

June, September and December.   

Call out for local photographs! 

This stunning winter view of Church Road in Shaw was   

taken by local resident Dr Paul Sievers, who has kindly       

photographed many scenes and buildings in the parish and 

donated his lovely pictures to the Parish Council for use on 

our website. 

If you are a keen photographer, or have just been lucky 

enough to capture a great image of the parish and would 

like it shared in the newsletter, please email it to the Par-

ish Clerk: the address is below.  The best photos will be 

used in future newsletters. 

Autumn Parish Litter Pick a success! 

The regular Autumn litter pick was held on Saturday 1st      

November, and we had a good turnout of approximately 20 

volunteers.  We gathered in the St Mary’s Church car park 

and individuals set off in all directions to collect litter.  The 

strangest items found this time included a hairdryer and a 

toaster! 

http://www.scdvillagehall.org.uk


 

New Automatic Speed Watch  

Camera for our CSW Team 

The Parish Council is investing in an Automated Speed Watch 
Camera for our Community Speed Watch (CSW) Team. 

Our existing Speed Watch camera is on loan from Thames   
Valley Police (TVP), and does not automatically record the   
number plate of speeding vehicles, which means we need 
three volunteers for every CSW session, one of which     
manually records the number plates. The new camera will 
automatically record the number plate of every speeding   
vehicle, so only 
two volunteers 
are needed for 
each CSW     
session. 

It should now be 
possible to hold 
our sessions 
more frequently 
and catch more 
speeding      
motorists on 
roads in the  
parish. 

Each speeding 
motorist receives  
a warning letter 
from TVP. 
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There aren’t many things in 

life which are completely free, 

but West Berkshire Council 

are once again subsidising 

free bus travel for everyone 

on the three Saturdays    

leading up to Christmas this 

year: Saturday 6th, Saturday 

13th and Saturday 20th   

December 2025. 

Residents of Shaw-cum-

Donnington have plenty of 

options to take advantage of 

this offer, as the free       

journeys are available on 

buses of all of the following 

bus operators: 

Thames Travel: X34 (hourly service) from Vodafone,       

Garrison Meadows, Bastion Street, Donnington Park or     

Donnington Priory, either northwards to Didcot or down to 

Newbury Wharf. From the Wharf, further free tickets can be 

obtained for many destinations. 

Reading Buses: 1 Jet Black (every 30 minutes) to Thatcham, 

Calcot and Reading. 

Newbury & District: all buses with a Saturday service,       

including: 

 2 (hourly service) from the Wharf to Newbury Retail Park 

 3 (every 2 hours) to Hungerford 

 4 (approx. every 2 hours) to Lambourn 

 6/6a  (approx. every 2 hours) from Shaw Cemetery or the 

Castle PH to the Wharf 

 

West Berkshire Council: 47 (approx. every 2 hours) from 

Lambourn to Swindon. Yes, it is possible to travel on multiple 

buses and venture to Swindon and back, free of charge! 

Stagecoach in Hampshire: 32 (hourly service) to          

Basingstoke. 

Important! Unless you are only making a one-way journey, 

make sure that you ask the bus driver for a free return ticket 

if your destination is outside West Berkshire (e.g. Reading or 

Didcot); otherwise, you will have to pay for a single ticket 

when you board the bus for your return journey.              

Unfortunately, Stagecoach are not issuing return tickets on 

the route 32 bus, so you would need to ask for a free single 

ticket to Basingstoke and then pay the capped single fare of 

£3 for the return journey to Newbury. Every other return  

journey starting within West Berkshire is absolutely free on 

these three Saturdays in December. 

In order to make the most of this offer, you will need to refer 

to the different bus timetables. These are all available via the 

Shaw-cum-Donnington Parish Council website: 

https://shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk → Local Information 

→ Local Bus Timetables. 

For enquiries, you can contact the Transport Services Team at 

West Berkshire Council by telephoning 01635 519394. 

Whether you plan to do some Christmas shopping, spend time 

with friends and relatives, visit Santa at the Didcot Railway 

Centre or for any other reason, see you at the bus stop! 

Shaw-cum-Donnington Parish Council Newsletter - Winter 2025 

Free bus travel in December! 

https://shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk/local-information/local-bus-timetables
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 Local Primary School Celebrates Good Ofsted Result                                                                                                                             

    

 The Governors of Shaw-cum-Donnington C.E.         
  Primary School are delighted with the         
  findings of their recent Ofsted inspection, 
  which praises the school as “the heart of the       
  community” where pupils are happy, safe 
  and eager to learn. 

  Inspectors commended the school’s            
  nurturing environment, high expectations 
  and ambitious curriculum. They highlighted 
  pupils’ excellent behaviour, strong    
  friendships and the staff’s “unwavering      
  belief that every pupil can and will succeed.”  

    The report also recognised the school’s 
  strong reading culture and effective        
  leadership, noting that staff and Governors 

have “steered the school through a period of change very successfully.”  Chair of Governors, Louis Thatcher, said: “We are 
extremely proud of this report, which reflects the dedication of our staff, the enthusiasm of our pupils and the support of our 
wonderful community.” 

We Smashed it!  Fundraising 

target met for the Owen Road 

Field Table Tennis Table 

The Parish Council has successfully applied for grant money 

from the West Berkshire Council Member’s Bid fund, and 

thanks to the support of WBC Ward Councillor Martha   

Vickers, we received over £4,000 towards the cost of the 

table tennis table. 

We also received £1,000 funding from the Peter Baker fund 

via The Good Exchange and funding from the Table Tennis 

Association.  Resident Kelly Rice obtained the original grant 

from Sport England, and the many wonderful personal   

donations from local residents mean we have reached our 

target and can now commission the installation of the table, 

together with all-weather surfacing. 

Don’t forget: Kelly also looks after the local Toy Library, 

which includes bats and balls so anyone can enjoy a go on 

the new table tennis table once it is installed.  Look out for 

updates on the Kingsley Close and Owen Road Facebook 

Group. 



More news on our website 

This newsletter is available to read on our website: 

www.shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

If you visit our website you can also sign up to receive 

regular news updates from the Parish Council by email 

Support your Village Hall! 
 

We’ve done it! It’s taken a while, but we now have planning 
approval to build an extension onto the rear (facing the car 
park) of Shaw-cum-Donnington Village Hall in Love Lane. 
Now the hard work begins to raise the funds to do this 
work! 

Founded in 1912 and placed in trust with the Charity Com-
mission in 1965, the Hall still runs as a not-for-profit charity 
and is a venue for hire to serve the local community.  

With a calendar mostly full of bookings from regular hirers, 
we have little capacity to accept new booking requests from 
local families or to take on additional regular hirers to    
provide a wider selection of activities or health/wellbeing 
sessions for local residents. 

There is little spare availability for booking family           
celebrations and parties at the weekends, especially the 
popular children’s birthday parties with bouncy castles! 

Our plan is to extend the building to provide a second, 
smaller hall plus a new community room, both for          
independent hire. To support this, an upgraded central block 
of toilets with a second disabled toilet, together with      
enhanced kitchen facilities and a widened drive are planned. 

From the strength of local feedback to the Parish Plan    
Refresh, we know that an improved, expanded social hub is 
needed. The extended Hall facilities will be able to support 

 Your West Berkshire Ward      

Councillors 

 

 

 

 

Councillors Antony Amirtharaj and Martha Vickers are the  

West Berkshire Councillors for the Speen Ward, which       

includes Shaw-cum-Donnington Parish Council.  If you have 

any problems with WBC, they may be able to help. 

Councillor Antony Amirtharaj    07584 252 028                                 

email antony.amirtharaj1@westberks.gov.uk    

Councillor Martha Vickers   07413 323 525                                                      

email martha.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk 
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Your Shaw-cum-Donnington 
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margo.payne@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk                                            

Ian Miller  -   Vice Chair            
ian.miller@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

Richard Almond                                                            
richard.almond@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

Paul Bryant                      
paul.bryant@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

Mary Carter               
mary.carter@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

Anni Gruner                    
anni.gruner@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

Glyn Thomas 
glyn.thomas@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 

Colin Yates                                     
colin.yates@shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk 
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the recent growth within the local community at both Don-
nington Heights and Shaw Valley, which has increased the 
number of households within the parish by 60%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend to encourage community activities such as West 
Berkshire Council’s pop-up library, outreach services and 
health/wellbeing-related group meetings to be held at the 
Hall, as soon as the new rooms and facilities are built.  

Our focus for the Hall is to continue its legacy for future gen-
erations and to remain at the heart of the parish, with hirers 
providing leisure activities, educational and wellbeing       
opportunities for the local community. 

To do this, we need your help:  

Your Village Hall needs you! 

We need to raise a large sum of money for this build, which is 
planned to take place during the summer of 2027. That will 
take lots of events, lots of time and lots of effort. If you have 
experience of fundraising or have time to spare to help out at 
events, please do contact us – we would love to hear from 
you! Our email address is: scdhallbook@yahoo.co.uk 

Thank you! 

Your Shaw-cum-Donnington Village Hall Committee 

Artist’s impression of how the rear of the Hall will look 

The character of the original Hall will remain unchanged 

http://www.shawcumdonningtonparish.gov.uk
mailto:scdhallbook@yahoo.co.uk

