Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held at Shaw-cum-Donnington Village Hall on Wednesday 18
February 2026 at 7.30pm

Present
Councillors Richard Almond (RA), Liam Anderson (LA), Stephanie Bovell (SB), Paul Bryant (PB), Mary Carter (MC),
lan Miller (Chair) (IM), Glyn Thomas (GT) also Gillian Durrant (GD) Parish Clerk and Martha Vickers (MV) West
Berkshire Councillor, plus two members of the public.

Note: P — proposed, S = seconded (All decisions unanimous unless otherwise indicated)
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Apologies Councillors Margo Payne (MP) and Colin Yates (CY).

Declarations of interest There were none

Approval of minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 January 2026, were approved. (P — GT, S — SB).

Clerk’s Report including matters arising

The site for the table tennis table has been prepared, but installation is on hold due to wet
weather.

David Willetts now has the contact details of the EH staff member we need to contact to ask
about storing our beacon at Donnington Castle. DW Will send email address to GD.

GD has forwarded a copy of the Ardent report on WBC Clay Hill Newbury flood alleviation
scheme study report June 2025 to councillors.

GD obtained the Land Registry deeds to the recreation ground, and advised councillors there is
a covenant prohibiting the sale of alcohol on the Southern section of the recreation ground, but
not on the larger part of the recreation ground used the stalls at the féte. RA contacted the
Delphic Brewery but they are otherwise engaged on the date of the féte.

GD reminded Stuart Gourley for the costings of WBC’s Spout Ditch repair, but these are still
awaited. WBC have agreed to a site meeting with residents, date to be advised. ARK have
advised the Clerk that the matter is on the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting of the Kennet
Catchment Partnership, with WBC and the Environment Agency.

The Clerk is working with St Mary’s Church PCC to finalise a draft SLA with WBC for the Pop-Up
library.

A lamppost in Donnington Village has been repaired.

A resident has emailed about three further lampposts in Love Lane not working. Two belonging
to the PC are in the process of being repaired, the third is the one of the new lampposts outside
the Village Hall belonging to WBC, who have instructed SSE to fix the electricity supply.

The litter bin by the ‘tooth’ bridge by the Shaw underpass has been replaced by WBC.

RA has contacted Discovery Timber Play on the matter of pressure washing the ‘castle’.

The hedge by the footpath opposite the cemetery by Lamp Acres has now been cut back.

In response to an email from a resident in Donnington Village, WBC have inspected Shop Lane
and will be repairing patches of the surface to the East of the crossroads with Castle Lane next
week. Councillors praised WBC for their speedy response to filling potholes in the area.

The Clerk provided Councillor training to the new councillors prior to the start of this meeting.
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e The Spring newsletter has been drafted. GT has re-arranged some of the rounds for the new
councillors. The Church have asked if we can deliver their Easter leaflet with the newsletter.

Questions from members of the public There were none.

District Councillors Report

Martha mentioned recent emails about the Oxford Road Crossing — the crossing is not possible
unless the owners of The Castle Pub are prepared to sell some of the car park to make space for this
which is unlikely. Electronic signage however is feasible and Cheryl Evans of WBC will be in touch
regarding this in the next few weeks.

Speed Limit Review Panel has not had other requests and appears to have forgotten our third
request — GD to send the original request from February 2024 to Martha. The Street Naming team
have been asked to look into the large street sign by the Vodafone roundabout to include names to
Donnington Valley and Shaw Valley.

Vodafone footpath — MV is coordinating a site visit with Elaine Cox of WBC — to ask the owners to
remove the gates at either end and hopefully add some lighting. SB will also attend the site meeting
this Friday.

MV has asked every week for an update on the situation with WBC and DWH regarding the planning
application to avoid giving land and money for the new school build. There will be a meeting about
this at WBC next week to find out what is happening and MV will report back to GD. MV wants to
gather opinions from the local residents to support the case for the school. GD to forward to MV
examples of other cases in the country where developers have attempted to avoid planning
obligations to build schools.

The possible applicant for the new convenience store in Donnington Heights has still not had any
meaningful discourse with the landowner’s agent.

RA reported that the last DWH houses have now been built, and some landscaping issues are being
worked on. DWH have been surveying the ground where the footpath to Oxford Road is supposed
to be built.

Finance
The following payments were approved for January (P —-MC, S — LA), IM and GT will authorise the
payments.

Litter Picker Litter picking January 108.99
Clerk Salary for January 1,183.37
Cleaner January 28.60
Callum Eley Fixing lamppost in Donnington 147.00
Westcotec New Speed Camera 4614.00
Village Hall Fete meeting and councillor training 30.75
Mark Ulry Mower service and repair 265.00
TFM emptying bins 284.09
TFM grass cutting at Owen Road 78.50
HMRC PAYE/NIC for January 207.02
Lloyds Bank Bank Charges 4.25
Castle Water Water for pavilion 8.32%*
SSE Electricity for streetlights January 227.16*
British Gas Pavilion electricity 159.89*
NEST (DD) Pension for clerk January 183.35*
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£7,530.49
Total payments authorised for January (excluding Direct Debits*) £6,947.52

b. Review of the council’s investments: CCLA interest rate today was 3.64% for the Public Sector

Deposit Fund.

The bank reconciliation for January 2026 was approved (P - IM, S - MC).

d. The Financial Regulations were reviewed and it was agreed to change the limits in 5.8 from
‘£10k’ to 3K, and 5.9 from ‘£2,500 to £10k’ to £500 to £3,000, in line with the internal auditor’s
recommendation. (P - PB, S - LA).

e. The Investment Policy was considered. Following a recommendation from the Investment
Advisory Group a small change was agreed and the policy was approved. (P - MC, S - IM).

o

Planning

a. Applications

26/00202/TPC Grounds of Shaw House — pruning of yew trees. No objection (P - PB, S - IM).
26/00145/PASSHE Greenway, Donnington — single storey brick extension. No objection (P - PB, S -
IM).

25/02103/LBC Rose Cottage, Castle House — replacement window frames. No objection (P - PB, S -
IM).

b. Decisions

25/02952/COND Snelsmore Common — SSEN to install/replace electric line above ground. Approved

Road Safety in the Parish

Report on Community Speed Watch: IM reported that the new Speed Watch automatic camera was
delivered on 27 January, but training couldn’t take place because the camera wouldn’t work. There
have been issues with the battery not fully charging, and it has been replaced by the supplier. Once
the weather improves the team will have a go with the new camera.

Assets — Pavilion
MG has agreed to attend a CCB training course on asbestos and Legionella disease in community
buildings.

To Review the Governance and Management Risk Assessment
This was reviewed and approved (P - RA, S - LA).

To consider conducting a Residents’ Survey

LA explained that the community has grown a lot since 2019 and it would be good to find out what
the community felt now, and hopefully engage more with the younger residents possibly through
local school councils. It was agreed to set up a working group to decide on the questionnaire and
methods of conducting the survey. Councillors LA. SB and MC will be in the working group. GD to
arrange meeting.

To adopt an IT policy
The draft IT policy was approved and adopted following a few amendments (P - IM, S - LA).

Members Reports and Questions

The local WI will replace the vandalised tree in the recreation ground. There are also a number of
dead beech saplings on the hedge and RA calculated that 22 new saplings are required. Sue Groves
has offered to purchase these when she buys the replacement tree, and RA can arrange the planting
session. All agreed to fund the replacement saplings from existing budgets.

MC reminded councillors about the WBC call for sites training meeting for parish councillors.

CCB are doing a survey of parishes and their communities, with village halls in mind, and want to talk
to people active in the community. They would like 30 people in our parish to respond to give the
CCB evidence to support services that are in demand. GD to circulate this email (from MC) and



councillors to complete the survey and forward it to others in the parish for completion. MC also
mentioned the Table Top Sale on 1 March in aid of the Village Hall. MC to send GD the advert to
circulate on Facebook.

Chairperson
The meeting closed at 21.28 pm



